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Ministry  of  the  Environment 

Environmental  Assessment  and  Approvals  for  Electricity  Projects 

All  natural  gas  electricity  projects  in  Ontario  must  demonstrate  compliance  with  strict 
environmental  requirements  before  approvals  are  granted.  The  proponent  is  required  to 
complete  both  the  Environmental  Assessment  Process  and  the  Approvals  Process. 

Overview 

Environmental  Assessment 

•     Electricity  projects  such  as  the  proposed  Southwest  Greater  Toronto  Area  electricity 
generating  plant  are  subject  to  Ontario  Regulation  116/01  Electricity  Projects. 


• 


Natural  gas  facilities  greater  than  5  MW  must  follow  an  Environmental  Screening 
Process.  This  is  a  streamlined,  proponent-led  self -assessment  where  the  proponent 
must: 

0  Identify  the  project's  potential  environmental  effects 

0  Consult  with  appropriate  agencies,  citizens  and  aboriginal  communities 

0  Outline  measures  to  lessen  or  manage  environmental  effects 

0  Conduct  appropriate  studies  (e.g.,  air  quality,  noise  impacts,  etc.) 

0  Document  the  screening  details  into  a  report 

0  Make  the  report  available  for  public  review  and  comment  for  at  least  30  days 

•  During  the  30-day  review  period,  a  request  can  be  made  to  elevate  the  project  to  an 
Individual  Environmental  Assessment  to  address  any  outstanding  concerns.  The 
Director  of  the  Environmental  Assessment  and  Approvals  Branch  makes  a  decision  on 
an  elevation  request. 

•  The  Minister  of  the  Environment  can  be  requested  to  review  the  Director's  decision. 

•  The  Minister  may  require  the  project  to  be  made  subject  to  an  Individual  Environmental 
Assessment  if  it  is  determined  to  have  significant  negative  effects. 

•  Otherwise  the  proponent  can  issue  a  Statement  of  Completion  and  proceed  to  the 
approvals  process.  
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Environmental  Approvals  Process 


• 


• 


Certificates  of  Approval  (C  of  A)  are  required  by  legislation  for  facilities  that  release 
emissions  to  the  atmosphere,  discharge  contaminants  to  ground  and  surface  water,  or 
provide  potable  water  supplies.  Approvals  are  also  required  to  establish  infrastructure 
such  as  landfills,  sewage  and  water  treatment  and  distribution  systems. 

Applicants  must  demonstrate  to  the  ministry  that  their  proposal  complies  with 
environmental  acts,  regulations,  policies,  guidelines  and  standards  before  approval  is 
granted. 

Certificates  of  Approval  can  impose  specific  conditions  to  ensure  the  project  proceeds 
in  a  manner  that  is  protective  of  the  environment  and  human  health. 

The  ministry's  inspection  and  enforcement  program  is  responsible  for  enforcing 
Conditions  of  Approval. 

Approval  decisions  are  made  by  a  signing  Director  who  has  been  designated  under  the 
appropriate  legislation  and  has  the  authority  in  the  individual  areas  -  water,  waste  and 
air. 

The  proposed  proponent  of  the  Southwest  Greater  Toronto  Area  electricity  generating 
plant  will  also  be  required  to  address  the  potential  cumulative  impacts  of  its  project. 


Further  information  about  environmental  assessments  for  electricity  projects  is  available  at 
www.  Ontario .  ca/environment 
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